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time he left North's Ministry it was to take up his family
quarrel with the Court, and to oppose the Royal Marriage
Act on which George had set his heart. It is a curious
reflection that it was the speech in which he opposed that
Act that first revealed his extraordinary gifts, and that even
when a Minister in the Court party, Fox was hated and
dreaded by the King. " Whether he abetted the Royal
policy or whether he thwarted it, Fox never managed to
please his sovereign. The very heat with which the rising
orator attacked Wilkes, and defended Lowther, was ominous
and alarming in the eyes of a ruler who cherished every
abuse in Church and State, and who felt an uneasy presenti-
ment that to whatever purpose fire might be put for the
moment, its ultimate destination was to burn rubbish." 1
The father whom Fox loved with such a warm heart is
scarcely less remembered for his corruption in the House of
Commons, than for the infinite trouble he took to make his
son a prodigy of selfishness and vanity. When he was
eight years old, it was left to Fox to decide whether he
would go to school at Wandsworth or Eton, and his father
announced the result in one of the most characteristic
sentences recorded in that astonishing family history.
" Charles," he wrote, " determines to go to Wandsworth."
Afterwards he decided to go to Eton, and again his decision
was final; when he was fourteen he was taken from school
to the continent by his father, and taught all the mysteries
of equivocal delights and self-indulgence in those places
which boasted it their chief art that they made pleasure
soft and various and voluptuous, and their chief attraction
that their visitors pursued it without scruple or qualm.
Fox of his own accord returned to Eton four months later,
to distribute amongst his schoolfellows something of the
mischief he had learnt. At Oxford, whither he went at
fifteen, Fox made for himself a reputation for solid industry,
which he treasured with pride in his later years, and de-
veloped an unexpected enthusiasm for mathematics. Once
1 Sir George Trevelyan, Early Life oj C. J. Fox, p. 490.